
Celebrating 25 Years of Continued Excellence in Education

essenger
Madison

Visit our website at www.ncusd203.org/madison Nov/Dec 2002

Dear Parents, Staff, and Students,
Have you checked out Madison’s website lately?

(www.ncusd203.org/madison) The Madison Messenger
is now online! Now you can send articles to grandparents
or just print out the pages you need, saving paper and
postage. Sherry Shipley has worked very hard to get the
first issue published and online and it looks great! Thank
you Sherry for all your hard work.

The school directories should be in your hands by the
time this newsletter reaches you. Thank you to Eileen
Ivers for compiling this useful document.

At our last H&S meeting, some changes were made to
the way funds are disperse. We voted, as a board, to pro-
vide the teachers with a $50 stipend for classroom start-
up costs. This money will be used on items that directly

impact our stu-
dents. We know
it will not subsi-
dize all of the
money teachers
spend out of
their own pock-
ets, but hopeful-
ly it will help.

The other
change was to
allow funds,
which have his-
torically been
distributed in
May, to be dis-
bursed through-
out the school
year as needed
by the teachers.
This way the

children/parents who helped raise the money will benefit
from their efforts, not the class after. If you have any
questions regarding these two changes, please feel free to
give me a call.

It’s hard to believe the first trimester is behind us and
the holidays are rapidly approaching. This time of year
always seems to be a good time to express gratitude to
those who helped make 2002 such a success.

To our administrators who bring the ‘work hard-play
hard’ attitude to their jobs each day; to the teachers here
at Madison who put in countless hours, especially during
conference time, and the dedication they have to our chil-
dren in helping them not only to learn but also to grow as
individuals. To our support staff and aides who allow the
teachers to concentrate on what is important; to our H&S
board members who put in untold (and unpaid!) hours
keeping the programs here running smoothly; to our par-
ents who have been there to help whenever they are called
upon; and to our students, who show up each day striving
to be "the best they can be". Without all of you, Madison
would be just another junior high! Thank you all!

Enjoy your holidays,
Gretchen Zelinski, MJHS H&S President

Published jointly by Madison Junior High School 
and Madison Home & School Association
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NOTEWORTHY THOUGHTS . . .
From Madison Junior High

By Erin K. Anderson

“Life at Madison really isn’t that hard at all . . . you
just have to work at it . . .” 

anonymous sixth grade Warhawk

What do they say? Out of the mouth of babes! Well,
we all continue to learn and grow from one another and
that is true for all of us here at Madison. Earlier this fall, I
had the opportunity to have lunch
with 24 sixth grade students. The
purpose of our discussion was to
learn more about how we can ease
transitions from fifth to sixth grade.
As I had the opportunity to meet
with enthusiastic students with a
positive attitude, it allowed me the
chance to see Madison through a new set of eyes.

So, if success at Madison can be chalked up to good
old fashioned hard work, what would it look like? As the
end of the trimester comes to a close, all of the students
have been working diligently on exploring new skills, con-
cepts, and ideas. The fall athletic teams (volleyball, foot-
ball and cross country) worked hard to achieve tremen-
dous success as they learned the power of teamwork and
the satisfaction of success. Our musical department has
recently had the opportunity to “show off” their efforts
and talents in the recent Autumn Concert series.

As one Warhawk achieves success, it enables all of us
to soar and fly just a little higher. This fall our staff has

been working hard as well. We had
the opportunity to have two staff
members highlighted for their
efforts that extend beyond the
Madison community. In mid
October the USA Today newspa-
per highlighted the nation’s top
twenty influential educators.
Madison was proud to have
Mr. Phil Lawler represent
our physical education
department and our school
as a teacher of high quali-
ty and a role model/advo-
cate for physical fitness for

the youth of America. Also, the Illinois State
Librarian and Media Specialist Association
acknowledged our very own Ms. Jackie
Plourde as the Polestar Award winner for 2002
As the “Librarian of the Year”, Ms. Plourde
was recognized for many contributions not
only at Madison and across District 203, but
her leadership at the state level as well.

Together we are all proud of their efforts, and personally I
am touched by the dedication and commitment of our
staff members every day.

The energy and enthusiasm of students, staff, and par-
ents charge the hallways of Madison with a positive atti-
tude and encouragement everyday. Through the hard
work of the autumn to the serenity of the winter, may we
never shy away from a challenge, but unite in the effort.
Teamwork and collaboration, teaching and learning are
the postholes of success for everyone at Madison. May
we all continue to remember that with a little hard work
and a positive outlook, success is around the corner for
everyone.

Message From Our Principal

“. . . if success at Madison
can be chalked up to good
old-fashioned hard work,

what would it look like . . .”

LOOKING FOR A HOLIDAY GIFT FOR 
THAT SPECIAL SOMEONE

Naperville Central can help with our Spirit Wear.

Selling Dates for Central are:
Fridays, 10:30-1:30: Dec 13, Jan 10, Feb 14

Saturday, 9:30-4:00: Dec 14
Monday, 7:30: Jan 27 8th Grade Orientation
Tuesday, 7:30: Jan 28 8th Grade Orientation 

ALL SALES ARE IN THE COMMONS; enter door 19

For More information at Central
Contact Bonnie Keiner 369-1783

More Egyptians!



“EXPLORING THE EXPLORATORIES”
Music Department Musings . . .

by Jerry Zitko, MJHS Orchestra Director
The Madison Music Department is in full swing with

preparations for the Autumn Concerts. All of the MJHS
Bands performed on November 14, 2002. The MJHS
Orchestras and 7th & 8th Grade Choruses performed on
November 20, 2002. The MJHS 6th Grade Chorus will
give a program along with the Jazz Band and Bluegrass
Strings on Tuesday, December 10, 2002 in the MJHS
Cafetorium at 7:30 p.m.

On November 6th, Orchestra Viola, Cello, and Bass
players participated in a workshop led by Matt Turner, one
of the country’s leading improvisational cellists. Mr. Turner
leads the jazz studies program at Lawrence University in
Appleton, WI and performs nationally. He also has several

recordings. The orchestra students
worked on improvisational techniques
during a morning workshop held at
NCHS and in the evening five MJHS
orchestra members participated in a con-
cert given by Mr. Turner in the NNHS
Auditorium. Some MJHS Orchestra mem-

bers will also be participating in a demonstra-
tion of the improvisation techniques at the Naperville
Country Club for the NEF Breakfast on Dec 5th. This
entire event was made possible due to a generous grant
from the Naperville Education Foundation.

The Naperville Education Foundation has also funded
two other special projects involving the Madison Music
Department. On Tuesday, January 28, 2003 8th grade and
high school choral students from MJHS, LJHS, and NCHS
will participate in a Choral Festival that will be held at
NCHS. A choral piece composed by Lee Kesselman, who
will be the guest conductor, was commissioned for this
event and will be performed as part of the festival.

The third project funded by the NEF is “Warhawks on
Parade”. This project is part of Madison’s 25th
Anniversary Celebration and encompasses the entire
exploratory team. The music department has commis-
sioned a piece to be composed by Mr. Pat Castor, former
Madison parent, to be performed in the spring by band,
orchestra, and chorus students.

We look forward to seeing many people in attendance
at all of these upcoming events to help support our very
talented music students!!!

6th GRADE
students will be participating in a bully and harassment

prevention program. Bullying is another name for harass-
ment and can be physical, verbal, emotional, and/or sexu-
al. It consists of ongoing intentional abuse by one or more
students and can include the following: teasing, threats,
assault, theft, sexual harassment, and social isolation
(exclusion). The staff and administration at Madison
know that bullying can be a serious problem and we do
not tolerate it. Bullying undermines our efforts to create a
positive school climate. We believe it is important to
equip students with the skills they need to change the
overall climate of the school. Madison has taken an active
role in helping students to understand that bullying can
be stopped and must be reported. It is telling not tattling!

7th GRADE
7th graders recently had the opportunity to par-

ticipate in a three day assault prevention work-
shop presented by the Glen Ellyn YWCA.
Students spent one class period each day and
focused on the following topics: Healthy
Relationships and Internet Safety, Education
about Abuse, and Sexual Harassment. Students
were informed of their rights and provided with
insights on how to get help for a friend or oneself.

8th GRADE
8th grade students are taking part in discovering infor-

mation about their interests, values, and work-related abil-
ities. Students are using the DISCOVER computer pro-
gram to help in the career planning process. Their results
will be helpful in selecting high school courses at the
beginning of 2003. Students will complete the inventories
again as a sophomore at Central and will use this year’s
results as a comparison and knowledge base in helping to
make decisions regarding high school classes, programs of
study after high school, and possible occupations.

If you need more information regarding the above pro-
grams or have a question don’t hesitate to call your child’s
counselor.

6th grade counselor: Pat Olinger  . . . . . . . .420-6401
7th grade counselor: Debbie Olson  . . . . . .420-6403
8th grade counselor: Lyn Walsh  . . . . . . . .420-6542
8th grade counselor: Patti Mathewson . . . .420-6542

Music Department
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MJHS Counseling Department

Once again . . . Congratulations to the PE Department
and the Explorers for having 100% participation on

turning in their $10.00 to the Social Committee. 
Thank you Amber Pauli

ASK ERIN! This is our second issue featuring the all
NEW “Ask Erin” column! Do you have a question?

Leave your questions at the front office. Check the next
issue of Madison Messenger to see if it was answered!

NEW!
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Q: I want to help my daughter find success in her
schoolwork, but I don’t know how much I

should help her each night and with projects. How do
I know how much is enough, but is not too much?

Just as students grow physically at different pace, their
independence and confidence evolves at varying rates as
well. Often times, it is assumed that by the middle school
years children are expected to be independent and
responsible. These aspects of their identity are in develop-
ment just as many other areas of their personality and
intellectual abilities are as well.

Parenting an adolescent is often compared to dancing.
It is a give and take, sometimes fast and sometimes slow
process. A suggestion, regardless of your child’s independ-
ence, is to establish a foundation of interest in both short
and long term learning experiences. Reviewing with your
child the short term assignments each night, not only
helps your child organize mentally what needs to be
done, but physically what materials are needed to com-
plete the tasks. While you may not necessarily be in
tuned with the specific expectations of the task or the
connection to a specific classroom activity, your child will
greatly benefit from the accountability of having to
explain what needs to be completed.

Effective ways to support your child’s success in short
term assignments may be to remind your child to review
the work once it has been completed. Asking your child to
review the directions to see if they were attended to may
help derail missed steps or incomplete work. Emphasizing
the need to proof work for accuracy and thoroughness
(such as whether words are spelled correctly or whether
complete sentences were used) will support the need for
attention to detail. And finally, simply asking your child to
explain how the work that has been completed connects
to the lesson in the class can ultimately allow the child to
appreciate the big picture of learning as a process rather
than just a final product.

Sharing long term goals and assignments can often be
a daunting task. As long term projects area assigned, it
can be helpful to set periodic check points or “mini due
dates”. Be sure to include your child in the process by
asking, “If the end product is due on ___date, what would
be reasonable to have done three days before that? A
week before that?” and so forth. Students often find suc-
cess in setting smaller, short term goals that build toward
the final project.

Our children are never immune to assistance. If a
deadline isn’t met or a goal not achieved, this can serve
as a tremendous learning experience for the next time.
Celebrating successes and learning from failures turns
every experience into a winner.

Madison
Junior High
To Hold 
Hoops For
Heart Event

MJHS students are taking shots at heart disease and
stroke – our nation’s No. 1 and No. 3 killers. On Friday,
Dec. 20th, Madison will hold it’s 2nd annual Hoops for
Heart, participating in basketball activities to raise funds
for the American Heart Association. These funds help
support cardiovascular research and educational pro-
grams. Hoops for Heart is co-sponsored by the American
Heart Association and the American Alliance for Health,
Physical Education, Recreation, and Dance. Hoops for
Heart is a great way to get the Madison community
involved in this lifesaving effort and make them aware of
the importance of exercise for maintaining good health.

Hoops for Heart empowers students as they provide
vital community service and discover they can make a dif-
ference. At the same time, students enjoy group dynamics
while participating in a fun-filled basketball event.

Please help our Madison students help others. Your
son or daughter will be coming home with more informa-
tion on the event when they begin their basketball unit in
phys. ed. Students will be asking for flat donations for
their involvement in this event. If you want to do more,
call your local American Heart Association office at 933-
9852 or John Scherrman at Madison 420-6408.

Ask Erin!

Keyboarding Proficiency Testing

Recognizing that students enter high school with vary-
ing computer skills and to insure that students are placed
in the correct courses, students have the opportunity to
proficiency out of keyboarding. This option offers no cred-
it for the course; it merely allows the proficient student
the opportunity to bypass Keyboarding and directly enter
the next computer course. To be proficient, a student
must use correct touch-typing technique and be able to
key at least 40 words per minute, with 90% accuracy
while the backspace key is turned off.

This year’s test dates are Wednesday, January 8th;
Thursday January 9th; Thursday, January 30th; Monday,
February 3rd; Wednesday, February 5th; Thursday,
February 6th; and Monday, February 10th.  

These dates have been selected to insure students the
flexibility to add the proper courses to their schedules.
After this date, many electives are closed. The tests will be
given after school only on these dates. Please call 420-
6458 between 8 a.m. and noon for an appointment.
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Dealing with bullies
Is your child having trouble with a
bully? Tell him to ignore the insult
and walk away. Sometimes a bully
will stop when he doesn’t get a reac-
tion. If the treatment continues, have
your middle grader inform a teacher
immediately.

Testing hint
Pass along this test-taking tip to your
child. Have her circle the numbers
on the test questions she has trouble
answering. That way, at the end, she
can easily return to the unanswered
questions without rereading the
entire test.

Worth quoting
“Minds are like parachutes—
they only function when open.”
Thomas Dewar

Just for fun

Q: What kind of dog tells time?

A: A watchdog.

Middle graders are six
times more likely to try The more often your middle grader is

in class, the more he can learn.
Here’s how you can help.

Tell her it’s important to go to class
every day. By skipping, she not only
risks getting into trouble, she may fall
behind in her studies.

Remind him that skipping classes
can lead to dropping out. And the
consequences, such as lower pay and
fewer opportunities, can last a life-
time.

Provide her with a good role model.
If you skip work, what are you saying
to your middle grader about school?

cigarettes if they have a friend who
smokes. And a child’s risk doubles if
a family member smokes. Talk to
your child about the serious health
risks of smoking, including cancer,
stroke, and diseases of the heart,
eyes, and gums.
Source: Journal of School Health, May 2002,
www.cpirc.org/tips/toughissues.htm

While adults sometimes use cell
phones and laptops to manage their time,
there are ways your middle grader can do
the same thing.

Why is time management important for
middle gradrs? Children will do better in
school and be more organized and produc-
tive. And they’ll feel less overwhelmed
while juggling studying,
friends, and home life. Share
these suggestions with your
middle grader.

What he does 
Tell your middle grader to

keep a daily list of his activi-
ties before and after school for one week.
He should write down all activities
(homework, riding his bike) and how
much time he spends doing each one.
This will give him an accurate picture of
how he spends his day.

What he should do
Have your child separate activities

into categories, such as “helpful” and
“fun” and “time wasters”. Helpful activi-
ties accomplish tasks (studying, cleaning
her room). Fun activities relax her (read-
ing, drawing). Time-wasters take up the
most time with little benefit (TV, chatting
on the phone). Labeling each action will
show your child where she needs to
improve.

What to do about it
With his new focus, have your middle

grader keep a daily “to do” list and a
monthly calendar. Break down the list
into days (Monday, Tuesday, etc.) with
tasks for each. He can use the calendar
to record upcoming events such as tests
and reports. Suggest he cross off tasks as
they are completed. 
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Yesterday your child thought you
were a “star”. Today your middle grader
is growing up, making parents “old
news”. That’s because to young chil-
dren, parents are their most important
peers. When they grow up, their focus
shifts to friends.

Don’t retire just yet! With a little
effort, you can steer your middle grader
to positive influences as she steps out
on her own.

Get to know his friends. Encourage
your middle grader to invite his friends
home. If you have time, volunteer to
drive them to an event. The more your

like Scouts — caring adults 
make great role models.

Remember: The spiked hair or uncon-
ventional clothing of your middle grad-
er’s friends may be part of a phase.

middle grader is with you, the easier it
will be to keep track of the people he’s
with and what he’s doing.

Make good groups
possible. Give your
child access to healthy
peer groups where she
can meet new friends.
Encourage her to join
adult-supervised clubs

Underneath that emerging independence,
you’re likely to find another good middle
grader like your child.

An education will help middle
graders succeed in life. In addition to
academic knowledge, there are some
basic skills they should learn to help
them prepare for adulthood:

One evening while I was trying to balance my
checkbook (something I don’t do well), the phone
rang. Our neighbor wanted to know if my daughter
Janie could stay for dinner with her daughter. I asked

• Teach your kids to operate a vacuum
cleaner, including changing the bag.
Then, provide practice time by
assigning a room to clean.

• Kitchen skills are important, too.
Show them how to bake, shop for
groceries and use a microwave.

• Can you fix a car or build a book-
shelf? If so, demonstrate for your chil-
dren. Knowing how to change a car’s
oil and make basic home repairs are
useful skills to have.

how the girls’ studying was going. “They spent a couple of minutes on their home-
work, then went outside to ride skateboards,” she told me.

When Jamie got home, I asked her why she was skateboarding when she should
have been studying. “Dad, I only had math homework — it’s just a bunch of num-
bers.”

I explained the importance of learning math. For example, I told her that math
helps engineers design more efficient cars. And it helps us with everyday tasks —
like balancing a checkbook.

Together we came up with a plan. Jamie agreed to study math at least 30 min-
utes each afternoon. While she does her homework, I read a book on handling per-
sonal finances. We’re both learning!



The mission of the Parent Involvement Team is to recognize and strengthen the partnership among parents, District 
203 staff and the community.  This partnership will enhance student learning and development.  We build family and
community support for student success.

At the October meeting, the parents in attendance discussed the focus and direction of the Parent Involvement Team
at Madison Junior High.  We came to a general consensus that we are choosing to devote our time and attention to
improving certain key activities, continuing to sponsor spirit wear sales and team parents, and scaling back some of our
participation in the programs that fall outside the scope of our committee.   Our guest speaker for the evening was Mrs.
Martha Carney, who brought us information about forming a new partnership with the American Red Cross.  Members
of that organization have offered to present a variety of workshops at our school ranging from babysitting clinics to
sports safety to disaster preparedness and more!  Watch for details regarding an upcoming event!!  Our other guests
included Matt Jeffrey, Assistant Principal, and Gretchen Zelinski, Home & School President, both of whom gave us
updates from the school community.

The fall spirit wear sale was again very popular with our Madison families.  All of the items were priced at, or below
cost, and should arrive in your homes before the winter break.  Lisa Lucchini has done a fantastic job of selecting mer-
chandise and tallying the sales.

Mark your calendars for the Dad’s Celebration on Sat., February 15th!  This year’s committee is already exploring new
ideas and making plans for an even better event.  All fathers/father figures are again invited to spend the morning with
their 6th, 7th and 8th graders enjoying the breakfast, speakers and activities.  Again, watch for more information during
the next several weeks. 

Our Honors Breakfast chair is busily planning the first round of breakfasts scheduled for some time in early December.
Students will be invited to attend the event by letter once their grades have been calculated.  Last but certainly not
least, the Handbook for Success committee is taking a look at last year’s book and making some minor adjustments.
Perhaps one of our talented young artists will be designing the new cover!

In November, we hope to solidify our plans with the American Red Cross.  As a reminder, all parents are invited to
attend the Parent Involvement meetings.  We offer a forum for parents to network with others and voice their opinions
without pressure to volunteer for an activity.  Our meetings are scheduled as follows:

Thursday, November 21st
No meeting for December
Thursday, January 23rd
No meeting for February
Thursday, March 27th
Thursday, April 24th
Thursday, May 29th

All meetings are held in the LRC at 7:00 p.m.  Come and join us.

For more information contact Jamie Shahidehpour, 778-7094.
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Parent Involvement News
A column for parents sponsored by the Madison Parent Involvement Team


